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Islanders gather for the celebration of Betico 
C roes Day 



Prime Minister Eman with Betico's sons Gilberto Jr and 
Glenbert 



Island dignitaries join along with Special dancers 



A tradition of Aruba’s na¬ 
tional holiday dedicated to 
“El Libertador” Gilberto 
Francois “Betico” Croes, is 
a cultural evening featur¬ 
ing typical folkloric music 
and dance, of which he 
was a great proponent. 

Island dignitaries and 
the public gathered to 
enjoy the performances 
by amateur and profes¬ 
sional dance troupes and 
singers, often costumed 
in the colors of Aruba’s 
flag or traditionally his¬ 
toric dress. The various 
groups were an example 
of established and 
beloved orchestras and 
dancers, as well as the vi¬ 
sion of the youth towards 
integrating modern music 
and dance styles with na¬ 
tive themes. 

The Plaza Betico Croes 
sported booths with locally 
made handicrafts and na¬ 
tive cuisine for a festive, 
street fair ambiance, 
where islanders welcomed 
all who came to enjoy the 
celebration of local culture 
and traditions. 

by Rosalie Klein 



$5 OFF 

adult general admission 


BUY ONE ADULT TICKET, 
AT FULL PRICE, 
RECEIVE 2nd ONE, 

AT $5.00 OFF 

Not valid for special events 


UNBELIEVABL 

Amazingly Funny! 
...finally magic is 
fun again! 


I "Magic Live! show..:'* /my 
I is Hip Comedy / 

§t : Entertainment , ^^01 

Jkdam is the ultimate 4 
' modern magician!” \\ 
CBS-TV Jacque Polak 


CL** tTiahttyl TheWestim aruba 

i * v* \ THEATER OF ILLUSIONS 

\ 7 n igtits per vveet^j showroom 

\ —~~~~~~~~ Palm Be&ch, highrise area 

WEBSITE Magidive.com BLOG MagicOnTheBeach.com GROUP SALES" (297) 561 
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* Bring this ad to receive a free orange juice 


^o/yia/TCj th& Stone, at 


Located at: 
Playa Linda 
Beach Resort 
Tel 586 4046 

Breakfast Monday thru Saturday 8 - ll AM 


Le Petit Cafe 


$ 9.95 


2 Eggs (fried* scrambled or poached) 
with bacon, and link sausage, 
potatoes , toast and coffee or tea . 


not Valid udt/t ot/tet' phames&onej of-f&t'S oh Coupons 


le Petit (#*fe 


Qtane Cfhi£t PeJtaorant & Bat Cvety Day poo* 5-7 pa* 


Dinner Salad 
or 

Soup of the day 


Lemon Chicken Breast 

or 

Petit Filet Mignon 

or 

Filet of Grouper 


Ice Cream 

Chocolate 

or 

Vanilla 


AH served with French Fries or Baked Potato on our famous HOT Stone 
14 Plus 15% service charge. Not valid with other promotional offers or coupons* 


TUESDAY AND FRIDAY: LIVE MUSIC 



We get mail 


Egypt police, protesters clash demanding 
Mubarak’s ouster 


CAIRO, Egypt — Egyptian demonstrators yesterday protest in central Cairo amidst tear 
gas fire by Egyptian police to demand the ouster of President Hosni Mubarak and calling 
for reforms. The protesters, carrying flags and chanting slogans against the government, 
rallied in a protest inspired by the uprising in Tunisia which led to the ouster of Zine El 
Abidine Ben Ali. (AFP PHOTO) 


Coca-chewing Bolivians press for 
end to UN ban 


LA PAZ, Bolivia (AFP) - Bo¬ 
livians chewed coca leaves in 
demonstrations around the 
country yesterday to push for a 
change in a 1961 UN conven¬ 
tion to remove a ban on a prac¬ 
tice that has been part of 
indigenous cultures here for 
millennia. 

Protesters gathered outside 
the US embassy in La Paz to 
chew the leaf as part of a day 
of demonstrations around the 
country celebrating the coca 
plant and demanding that the 
UN Single Convention on Nar¬ 
cotics Drugs be amended. 

The United States has said 
it would oppose the Bolivian 
proposal, calling the 50 year 
old convention "an important 
tool in the global struggle 
against narcotics trafficking." 


The agreement designates 
the coca leaf as a narcotic, and 
calls on countries to eradicate 
coca leaf chewing. 

Bolivian Foreign Minister 
David Choquehuanca has been 
visiting European capitals, 
seeking support for the amend¬ 
ment. The United Nations has 
until January 31 to decide 
whether to change the treaty. 

"The countries support us 
so that we can de-penalize 
coca chewing; the only one op¬ 
posing us is the United States," 
said Leonilda Zurita, a coca 
grower and a leader of the rul¬ 
ing Movement Toward Social¬ 
ism party. 

Marches in La Paz, Santa 
Cruz and other cities drew 
coca growers, peasants, Indi¬ 
ans, miners, makers of coca- 


based products, activists and 
lawmakers from the ruling 
party. 

The coca leaf (Erythroxy- 
lum coca) is part of everyday 
life for people in the Andean 
region. An estimated seven 
million people in a region 
stretching from southern 
Colombia through Ecuador, 
Peru, Bolivia, northern Chile 
and Argentina chew coca 
leaves, as did their ancestors 
going back many generations. 

Known for its stimulating 
and blood oxygenation proper¬ 
ties, the little green leaf is 
loaded with vitamins and 14 
alkaloids. 

Chewed coca releases a 
mild narcotic which serves to 
combat altitude sickness, 
hunger and fatigue. 


5 dead, 16 
trapped in 
Colombia 
coal mine blast 

BOGOTA, Colombia (AFP) - 
Five miners were killed and 16 
were trapped after an explo¬ 
sion in a coal mine in north¬ 
eastern Colombia on 
Wednesday, local officials told 
AFP. 

Another five people were 
injured and hospitalized, ac¬ 
cording to the mayor of Sardi- 
nata, Yamile Rangel, who had 
originally said 30 miners were 
trapped. 

Rangel said four had been 
confirmed dead at the scene, 
and a fifth died en route to a 
hospital. 

The explosion may have 
been caused by an accumula¬ 
tion of methane gas, Rangel 
said. 


A guest staying at our resort, Playa Linda Beach Resort, had a 
beautiful experience with an Aruban Taxi driver who went the 
extra mile. The guest wanted to make sure the story came out 
in the news papers to tell everyone about how nice the people 
are on our island. 

This is the story. 

Thanks, 


Yvette Tromp, 

Concierge / Wedding Planner 

When the guest arrived on 
Aruba, on Sunday, the airline 
had lost their luggage and 
they came to our hotel. The 
airlines brought their luggage 
the next day. However, that 
Sunday night when they were 
in the room, they discovered 
that he had lost his wallet. He 
thought they had left it in 
Miami, where they were the 

night before. 

Later, the next day....the 
front desk called the gentle¬ 
man and said someone was 
there to drop off a gift for 
him! He went downstairs and 
there was the taxi driver with 
his wallet!!! The taxi driver 
drove all the way from hotel 
to hotel to find out if someone 


knew the guest; our front of¬ 
fice clerk recognized the 
guest and returned the wallet. 
The guest wrote this: 

“Aruba, I have always loved 
you. Your people have been 
the foremost reason for me 
and my wife’s return each 
year, for the last 34 years. 
This year Joseph, taxi 
driver #182 wins my award 
for outstanding Aruban.... 
Thank you Joseph, for re¬ 
turning my wallet from 
your taxi and to the staff at 
Playa Linda front desk for 
assisting me. 

Thanks!!! 


themormg^ews 

Your Source for Local News in English 

Ingrid Does 

Manager 

Rosalinda Maduro 
Chandette Richardson 

Editors 


Rosalie Klein 

Reporter / Photographer 

Yvonne Kromhout 

P.R., Sales & Marketing 

News Provider: 

AFP-Agence France Presse 

Caya G. F. Betico Croes 111 
Tel: 588-9517-Fax: 588-9518 

E-mail: 

themorningnewsaruba@gmail.com 
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www.themorningnewsamba.com 
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73 Fully furnished apts. Kitchen / Airco / Cable TV 
Free Internet / Library / Swimming Pool / Laundry / Fitness Room 

Less than 1 mile from Eagle Beach! Feel free to contact or visit us. 
_ Mon - Fri: 8am-7pm. Sat&Sun: 9am-5pm _ 


Tel: (297) 582-0697 / 583-7484 Fax: 583-5203 


E-mail: quality@setarnet.aw - Website: www.arubaqualityapartments.com 

Public and private sectors 
must work together 

according to Minister Michelle 
Winklaar-Hooyboer 



Aruba's National Council for 
Innovation and Competitiveness 

Setti ng the stage for captivati ng, creati ng and 
catalyzing entrepreneurship 



In recent years the world has 
witnessed the power of inno¬ 
vation revolving around the 
business world and economies. 
Innovation has also given 
power to the individual, to 
communities and has impacted 
countries, the business arena, 
governments and societies 
everywhere. What has also be¬ 
come obvious is the role that 
innovation plays in the rapid 
economic growth and in the 
development and promotion of 
economic sustainability. 

Aruba has also witnessed 
various innovative initiatives 
in different sectors both public 
and private which transcends 
to our economy and society to 
include new business endea¬ 
vors with commercial risk in¬ 
vestments; as well as to new 
products and services of estab¬ 
lished concerns. 

A few examples in the ser¬ 
vice industry will include busi¬ 
nesses of lucrative name 
brands, digital news channels, 
banks, commerce and the utility 
company and a vast number of 
specialized consultancies in the 
area of marketing, branding, 
human resource management 
and personnel management. 

Another example is the cre¬ 
ative industries who were wit¬ 
nesses of the rebirth of digital 
art and young entrepreneurs in 
fashion and photography. 

In the area of technology 
and telecommunication, our 
economy has seen a diversifica¬ 
tion in telecommunication and 
in IT service. There has also 
been the introduction of inno¬ 
vative mobile systems. The 
government of Aruba has also 


taken advantage of the new de¬ 
velopments and introduced the 
so called e-Govemance and the 
web based Parliament and in¬ 
formation system. National in¬ 
novation has gone way beyond 
the economy by reaching into 
our communities and the gen¬ 
eral environment fortifying the 
three basic pillars: the econ¬ 
omy, society, and the environ¬ 
ment for sustainable develop¬ 
ment. 

From the environmental 
perspective, we have witnessed 
the introduction of green en¬ 
ergy with the installation of 
wind turbines and the re-design 
of the Parke National (National 
Park) with its visitors’ recep¬ 
tion and service areas. 

Another innovative initia¬ 
tive was the establishment of 
our Marine Park and the con¬ 
servation of our marine life. 

In terms of sustainable 
tourism, we are seeing our ho¬ 
tels and tourism operators ex¬ 
ploring and or implementing 
“green” technology such as 
solar energy to reduce ex¬ 
penses and improve efficiency 
in their operations. 

The Minister also men¬ 
tioned the “Ban Uni Man pa 
Cria nos Muchanan” founda¬ 
tion (Let’s Unite to Feed our 
Children), which is a founda¬ 
tion dedicated to providing a 
healthy breakfast to many of 
our less fortunate school chil¬ 
dren, and the remodeling of the 
YMCA to expand on their 
community services. Aruba, 
the minister indicated, has ex¬ 
perienced innovation in our ed¬ 
ucation as well with the 
introduction of Tourism major, 


It is no secret that over the 
past decade the world has 
faced significant change, and 
business and economic land¬ 
scapes are being reinvented 
on a daily basis. With the ad¬ 
vancement of the knowledge 
economy, the world is also 
seeing how innovation em¬ 
powers individuals, commu¬ 
nities, industries and 
economies with profound im¬ 
pact on countries, govern¬ 
ments, and society. What is 
equally evident is the increas¬ 
ing role that innovation plays 
in accelerating economic 
growth and promoting sustai¬ 
nable economic development. 

In the current global eco¬ 
nomic situation, policy mak¬ 
ers and business leaders 
recognize the need to create 
strong and sound institutions 
to support the adoption of in¬ 
novation and spread their 
benefits across all sectors of 
society. Research by Prof. Dr. 
Peterson on national innova¬ 
tion in island economies indi¬ 
cates that entrepreneurship is 
critical to jobs and growth in 
Caribbean, and enterprising 
governments can play a pro¬ 
ductive role in supporting 
new businesses and setting 
the stage for captivating, cre¬ 
ating and catalyzing entrepre¬ 
neurship. 

Yet, oftentimes limited ac¬ 
cess to capital and cumber¬ 
some regulations limit the 
creation of new companies in 
the region. Beyond financial 
capital, the national attention 
needs to shift towards the de¬ 
velopment of new business 
models facilitated by new 
technologies and an increas¬ 
ingly more sophisticated 
markets, according to Peter¬ 
son. In addition, without sig¬ 
nificant investments in 
human capital, high-quality 
jobs, and improved training 
and (higher) education, no 
amount of regulation or tech¬ 
nology will create innovation 
and catalyze sustainable 


competitiveness. Conse¬ 
quently, the importance of 
national innovation has 
achieved prominence on the 
public policy agenda, with 
the realization that the right 
policies and enabling institu¬ 
tional and business environ¬ 
ment can help countries 
fulfill their national potential, 
rise above and beyond with 
resilience, and enable a better 
quality of life. 

In light hereof, and consi¬ 
dering the economic impera¬ 
tive to innovate and improve 
the international competitive 
position of Aruba, and taking 
into account ambitions of the 
Government of Aruba to sti¬ 
mulate sustainable economic 
development, improve eco¬ 
nomic conditions for busi¬ 
ness investments and in¬ 
novation, and the quality and 
competiveness of our indus¬ 
tries and business sectors, the 
Ministry of Economic Affairs 
recently installed a National 
Council for Innovation and 
Competitiveness (NCIC), 
consisting of the following 
experts from industry, gov¬ 


ernment and academia: 

University of 
Aruba, Prof. Dr. Ryan R. 
Peterson, (chairman) 

Department of Eco¬ 
nomic Affairs, Mrs. Zulema 
Dabian-Erasmus, MA 

Aruba Trade & In¬ 
dustry Association, Mrs. 
Joyce Bartels-Daal, BA 

Free Zone Aruba 
(FZA) NV, Mr. Edward 
Erasmus, MA 

The mission of the NCIC 
is to contribute to the realiza¬ 
tion of the foregoing vision 
for sustainable and innova¬ 
tive economic development, 
and provide a public-private 
platform between national 
economic and industry stake¬ 
holders. According to Minis¬ 
ter Hooyboer Winklaar, the 
collaboration between na¬ 
tional stakeholders and the 
creation of new knowledge- 
driven institutions and plat¬ 
forms for business deve¬ 
lopment will catalyze eco¬ 
nomic innovation, build eco¬ 
nomic resilience, and crys¬ 
tallize our international com¬ 
petitiveness as a gateway to¬ 
wards an economically 
sustainable future. 

The goals of the NCIC can 
be broadly defined according 
to three general strategies: 

1. Design and execute a 
business economic develop¬ 
ment forum for economic in¬ 
novation, consisting of stra¬ 
tegic roundtables, executive 
seminars, and innovation lec¬ 
tures with international lead¬ 
ing agencies and entrepre¬ 
neurs; 


Continued on page 4 
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Exciting and affordable 

surfside dining at 


NQLKY 


congenial ambiance that will 
keep them coming back. 

We sampled three dishes 
that left us mighty impressed, 
beginning with The Nikky 
Japanese Roll, shrimp stuffed 
into thin slices of smoked 
salmon with wasabi aioli. This 
was followed by the Sesame 
Maguro Tartar, marinated fresh 
tuna served with a refreshing 
seaweed salad and an ab¬ 
solutely yummy concoction of 
Chef Paul, a firm, soy flavored 
mousse that perfectly comple¬ 
mented the fish. 

Lamb Chops Acropolis, 
garnished with Tzaaiki sauce, 
provided an innovative twist 
on this favorite dish. The rest 
of the menu is just as inven¬ 
tive, and Jan has imported 
renowned Curagao chef Mai- 
kel de Leur of Papagallo 
Restaurant to add even more 
distinctive dishes to an already 
appealing menu. Very soon, a 
full sushi menu is to be added 
to their inventory as well. 

What will also leave an im¬ 
pression is the reasonably 
priced menu and bar; Jan is 
very sensitive to the needs of 
his devoted local trade as well 
as potentially new friends. A 
fresh grouper platter is only 
$17, and you can enjoy a very 


The stylish new eatery that 
has taken over the Surfside 
area across from the Talk of 
the Town is still evolving; 
since opening in November 
they have been steadily 
completing renovations, and 
now the pool bar is open. 

What struck us when we 
first paid a visit to this en¬ 
trancing beach side locale 2 
months ago was the thought 
“Finally, a place worthy of 
the Surfside!” Nikky Beach 
Owner Jan has a very dis¬ 
tinct vision of what he 
wants to offer his patrons; 
an affordable gourmet 
restaurant with a charming, 


Nikky Beach Roll Tuna tartar with seaweed salad 


satisfying and stimulating din¬ 
ing experience for an equally 
satisfying price. 

Nikky Beach is taking ad¬ 
vantage of their amazing loca¬ 
tion by punctuating the week¬ 
ends with a variety of enter¬ 
tainment, which makes it a 
great place to watch the sunset 
or relax with friends until well 
after dark. Ernesto Farro, well 
know on Aruba for his mellow 
guitar, is a regular, and they are 
experimenting with a number 
of performers that will make 
an evening even more enjoy¬ 
able. You can check out their 
full menu and upcoming 
events on their website: 
www.nikkybeacharuba.com. 
They are open seven days a 


week, serving brunch, lunch 
and dinner from 10:00 a.m. 
until 10:00 p.m. Reservations 
can be made by calling 582- 
0153 or e-mail reserve@nikky 
beacharuba.com. 

Aruba’s southern shore 
sports a number of waterside 
restaurants sought out for their 
romantic, tropical ambiance. 
Nikky Beach has all the assets 
of many these places, a lovely 
setting and marvelous food. 
One can also end the evening 
fully satisfied by an impressive 
meal that won’t give your wal¬ 
let such a wallop, and it is con¬ 
veniently located on the 
eastern end of Oranjestad, so 
there is no need to travel very 
far; definitely worth a try. 


Elmar discovers power failure in High 
Voltage Cable 


Exactly two months ago 
Elmar (Electrical Company) 
had a similar power outage in 
their major cable which sup¬ 
plies electricity to WEB for 
the substation in Palm Beach. 
This time another cable, in 
Sabana Blanco was the cul¬ 
prit. 

This power failure caused 
the suspension of power in 
different barrios around the 
island. Elmar’s technicians 
worked diligently on Saturday 
and Sunday trying to discover 
the exact area where the failure 
occurred. 

This cable is approximately 
30 years old, and employs the 
old system, namely, the old 
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ELMAR 


technology of “Oil filled ca¬ 
bles.” A rigorous investigation 
indicated that the failure was 
due to a probable “leak” of the 
“sleeve.” Elmar decided on 
Saturday evening to bypass a 
section of this cable so as to be 
able to administer electricity to 
the affected areas. However, 
the real cause of the failure is 
still unknown. 

Elmar is cognizant of the 
fact that these cables are very 
old and must be replaced. As a 
matter of fact, Elmar is inves¬ 
ting millions every year in an 
effort to improve her electri¬ 
city distribution through more 
modern systems. Several 
months ago, the company re¬ 
placed an exact type of cable 
as the one in question which 


ran from WEB to the substa¬ 
tion in Paardenbaaistraat. 
Elmar is currently using the 
most modern technologies 
available today which require 
much less maintenance with 
the possibility for obtaining 
replacement equipment read¬ 
ily when needed. The com¬ 
pany’s employees have also 
been trained in the proper use 
of the advanced systems and 
are well equipped to handle 
any situation of failure. 

Elmar invests 15 million 
florins annually to improve her 
equipment and distribution of 
electricity. With these changes, 
Elmar, through the use of new 
and modem technology, is able 
to actualize her systems and 
offer her clients reliable solid 
and quality electricity and 
service. 

Elmar hopes to find the 
exact location of the recent 
failure during the ensuing days 
that caused the sudden power 
outage. The company extends 
her sincerest regrets and apolo¬ 
gies to all her clients for the in¬ 
convenience suffered as a 
result of the power failure. 


Aruba’s National Council... 


Continued from page 3 

2. Establish a business 
entrepreneurship quality inno¬ 
vation program, to recognize 
best practices and excellence 
in local entrepreneurship, and 
stimulate the adoption and dif¬ 
fusion of innovative business 
practices; 

3. Design and execute a 
business platform for eco¬ 
nomic intelligence data collec¬ 
tion and analysis, and establish 
a national program for measu¬ 
ring, monitoring and bench¬ 
marking Aruba’s international 
and regional economic and in¬ 
dustry competitiveness, ac¬ 
cording to international 
economic standards. 

In addition the NCIC is also 
in the process of designing and 
developing a dynamic eco¬ 
nomic framework for sustain¬ 
able economic development, 
innovation and competitive¬ 
ness, which will guide socio¬ 
economic policies, and provide 
both government and enter¬ 
prises with strategic insights 
and sustainable strategies for 
business development and in¬ 
novation, in sync with national 
policies for innovation and 
competitiveness. The NCIC 
will work in close collabora¬ 
tion with other national and in¬ 


ternational economic partners, 
including the Central Bank of 
Aruba, the Central Bureau of 
Statistics, in addition to other 
relevant public agencies, in¬ 
dustry associations, and pri¬ 
vate enterprises. To strengthen 
Aruba’s international ties, the 
NCIC will also work in close 
collaboration with the Dutch- 
Aruban embassy in the United 
States and the Netherlands, 
and international economic 
agencies, such as the World 
Economic Forum, the Ameri¬ 
cas Forum on Competitive¬ 
ness, and the other global 
competitiveness agencies. 

Consequently, the NCIC 
aims to institutionalize national 
innovation partnerships and 
build resilience by leveraging 
our cumulative economic and 
intellectual assets to create col¬ 
laborative competiveness. Our 
long-term goal is to foster 
value-added business produc¬ 
tivity, develop and innovate in¬ 
dustries across the economy, 
expand our trade and 
strengthen international rela¬ 
tions, develop and diversify our 
economy sustainably, and im¬ 
prove the quality of life for all 
who share this beautiful island, 
according to Prof. Dr. Peterson. 
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Great Vacation 

Rental Values! 



• Fully furnished 2 & 3 bedroom Town Homes 

• Two community swimming pool plazas 

• Very attractive rates 

• Per room pricing less than major resorts 


Tel: +297-586-2200 • Fax: +297-586-2201 
re n tal s @go Id coastaru ba. com 
www. gold coastaru ba.com 



our Island... 
our Lifestyle... 
^/our Home... 



T OPPORTUNITY! 



6h£d (/O&tiC 

v Malmok ■ Aruba 


Gated community with 24 hours security 


Villas, Town Homes and Condos 


Full resort facilities and services 

Prime location near golf course 
and beautiful white sandy beaches 

Vacation rental program 


We Invite Ynu lb Visit Our 
Model Villa 6 Tbwn Home 


Closed December 25th 
and January 1st 


Opening Hours: 
Weekdays 9am - 6pm 
Saturday 10am -6pm 
Sunday 12noon - 4pm 


E-m ail: i n fo@goldcoastaruba.com 
E-m ail: rental s@g old coasta ru ba. com 
Tel: +297-586-2200 - Fax: +297-586-2201 
Toll Free from the U S. 1-866-978-5770 
www.goldcoastaruba.com 


Islanders gather for the celebration of Betico Croes Day 

Continued from page 1 
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4 CUSTOMER 
FAVORITES 

made with 100% Pure Aruba Aloe 



Island Remedy™ 
Intensive Facial 
Treatment 


Helps minimize skin blemishes, 
fine lines & wrinkles 



138 -' 



Aruba Aloe™ 
Pure Aloe Vera 
Skin Care Gel 

Helps to 
rejuvenate & 
energize dry 
skin 


EM 


Desert Bloom™ 
Hand Lotion 

Moisturize & 
protect your hands 
with natural organic 
essential oils 



Island Remedy 7 
Body Lotion 

Soothes and 
moisturizes 
skin that 
requires 
extra care 


Aruba Aloe Balm NV Pitastraat 115, Oranjestad 
T: 588 3222 www.ArubaAloe.comwww.facebook.com/arubaaloe 
Stores: Paseo Herencia, Renaissance Mall, Palm Beach Plaza, Hato Factory 




■ 




ALOE 


SINCE 189( 


RECEIVE 

$5 OFF 


WITH YOUR PURCHASE 
OF $50 OR MORE 


8 2 2 5 2 


7 0 5 9 0 
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Memories hold better during sleep 


will.i.am teams up 


PARIS (AFP)—The best way 
to not forget a newly learned 
poem, card trick or algebra 
equation may be to take a 
quick nap, scientists sur¬ 
prised by their own findings 
reported on Sunday. 

Their study, published in 
Nature Neuroscience, pro¬ 
vides new insights into the 
hugely complex process by 
which we store and retrieve 
deliberately acquired infor¬ 
mation - learning, in short. 

Twenty-four volunteers 
were asked to memorise 15 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - US 
doctors are treating soldiers 
suffering from post-traumatic 
stress disorder by plunging 
them back into combat using 
a virtual reality game that 
simulates scenes from Iraq 
and Afghanistan. 

The therapeutic game, 
called Virtual Iraq or Virtual 
Afghanistan, was developed 
from the X-Box game Full 
Spectrum Warrior, a combat 
tactical simulation game 
launched with funding from 
the US Army. 

Virtual Iraq or 
Afghanistan uses images de¬ 


pairs of cards showing pic¬ 
tures of animals and every¬ 
day objects. While 
performing the exercise, they 
were exposed to a slightly 
unpleasant odour. Forty min¬ 
utes later, half the subjects 
who had stayed awake were 
asked to learn a second, 
slightly different pattern of 
cards. 

Just before starting, they 
were again made to smell the 
same odour, designed to trig¬ 
ger their memory of the first 
exercise. 


livered via a head-mounted 
display panel to plunge sol¬ 
diers back into combat zones 
in Iraq or Afghanistan and 
recreate the traumatic experi¬ 
ences they had while at war, 
the project's lead researcher 
Albert Rizzo said Tuesday. 

"At first blush, it seems 
counter-intuitive: why would 
you make somebody go 
through an approach where 
one of your goals is to make 
the patient feel a little bit anx¬ 
ious as they revisit their trau¬ 
matic experiences?" the 
University of Southern Cali¬ 
fornia professor told re- 


The 12 other subjects, 
meanwhile, did the second 
exercise after a brief snooze, 
during which they were ex¬ 
posed to the odour while in a 
state called slow-wave sleep. 
Both groups were then tested 
on the original task. 

Much to the surprise of the 
researchers, the sleep group 
performed significantly bet¬ 
ter, retaining on average 85 
per cent of the patterns, com¬ 
pared to 60 per cent for those 
who had remained awake. 


porters. 

But researchers have 
found that by progressively 
raising a patient's feelings of 
anxiety up to a moderate 
level while simultaneously 
encouraging the patient to 
mentally process and talk 
about their traumatic experi¬ 
ence, they can bring down 
anxiety levels and decrease 
PTSD symptoms. 

Those manifestations in¬ 
clude recurring nightmares 
and flashbacks, emotional 
numbing, avoidance of places 
that stir memories and hyper¬ 
vigilance. 


with Intel 



LOS ANGELES (AFP) - 
Technology fan will.i.am, the 


An estimated 20 to 30 per¬ 
cent of soldiers who have 
fought in Iraq or Afghanistan 
come home with the mental 
disorder, according to US 
military estimates. 

Three randomized control 
trials of the virtual reality 
therapy games are currently 
underway. 

And in one study, 16 of 20 
soldiers who were treated 
with the simulator game de¬ 
veloped by Rizzo and others 
at USC's Institute for Cre¬ 
ative Technology no longer 
met PTSD criteria at the end 
of therapy. 


frontman of The Black Eyed 
Peas, is teaming up with US 
computer chip giant Intel. 

"I just became the Director 
of Creative Innovation for 
Intel," will.i.am said in a 
message on his Twitter feed 
@iamwill on Tuesday. 

"Every beat I make is 
made with Intel. And now 
were partners," he said. 

Intel said the hiring of 
will.i.am was "an extension 
of his insatiable fascination 
with technology." 

"Will.i.am will engage in a 
multi-year, hands-on creative 
and technology collaboration 
with Intel," the company said 
in a statement, and is "already 
working on music expressly 
for Intel." 

"Nearly everything I do 
involves processors and com¬ 
puters, and when I see an 
Intel chip I think of all the 
creative minds involved that 
help to amplify my own cre¬ 
ativity," will.i.am said. 

"Teaming up with the sci¬ 
entists, researchers and com¬ 
puter programmers at Intel to 
collaborate and co-develop 
new ways to communicate, 
create, inform and entertain is 
going to be amazing," he 
said. 


US doctors turn X-Box game into PTSD therapy 
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Personalities urge new ways to tackle drug abuse 


GENEVA (AFP) - A group set 
up by former Latin American 
leaders and personalities in¬ 
cluding Virgin chief Richard 
Branson recommended that 
consumers of illicit drugs 
should not be treated as crimi¬ 
nals. The Global Commission 
on Drug Policies felt that the 
prevalent repressive approach 


to drug abuse was failing, 
members said after their two- 
day inaugural meeting here. 

The group of ex-politicians 
and intellectuals was set up 
this week to promote new 
ways of tackling drug abuse, 
following a similar regional 
venture in Latin America. 

Colombia and Peru are the 


two largest sources of cocaine 
in the world, producing an es¬ 
timated 400 tonnes of the illicit 
drug in 2009, according to the 
United Nations. 

Brazil's ex-president Fer¬ 
nando Henrique Cardoso, who 
chairs the commission, said 
addicts should be treated like 
people who are ill and offered 


health care. 

The commission also in¬ 
cludes Mexican former presi¬ 
dent Ernesto Zedillo, ex-EU 
foreign affairs chief Javier 
Solana and former Norwegian 
minister Thorvald Stoltenberg, 
as well as Nobel literature lau¬ 
reate Mario Vargas Llosa and 
writer Carlos Fuentes. 


Health & Living 


US doctors 
turn X-Box 
game into 
PTSD therapy 

WASHINGTON (AFP) - US 
doctors are treating soldiers 
suffering from post-traumatic 
stress disorder by plunging 
them back into combat using 
a virtual reality game that 
simulates scenes from Iraq 
and Afghanistan. 

The therapeutic game, 
called Virtual Iraq or Virtual 
Afghanistan, was developed 
from the X-Box game Full 
Spectrum Warrior, a combat 
tactical simulation game 
launched with funding from 
the US Army. 

Virtual Iraq or 
Afghanistan uses images de¬ 
livered via a head-mounted 
display panel to plunge sol¬ 
diers back into combat zones 
in Iraq or Afghanistan and 
recreate the traumatic experi¬ 
ences they had while at war, 
the project’s lead researcher 
Albert Rizzo said Tuesday. 

"At first blush, it seems 
counter-intuitive: why would 
you make somebody go 
through an approach where 
one of your goals is to make 
the patient feel a little bit 
anxious as they revisit their 
traumatic experiences?" the 
University of Southern Cali¬ 
fornia professor told re¬ 
porters. 

But researchers have 
found that by progressively 
raising a patient's feelings of 
anxiety up to a moderate 
level while simultaneously 
encouraging the patient to 
mentally process and talk 
about their traumatic experi¬ 
ence, they can bring down 
anxiety levels and decrease 
PTSD symptoms. 

Those manifestations in¬ 
clude recurring nightmares 
and flashbacks, emotional 
numbing, avoidance of 
places that stir memories and 
hyper-vigilance. 

An estimated 20 to 30 per¬ 
cent of soldiers who have 
fought in Iraq or Afghanistan 
come home with the mental 
disorder, according to US 
military estimates. 

Three randomized control 
trials of the virtual reality 
therapy games are currently 
underway. 

And in one study, 16 of 20 
soldiers who were treated 
with the simulator game de¬ 
veloped by Rizzo and others 
at USC's Institute for Cre¬ 
ative Technology no longer 
met PTSD criteria at the end 
of therapy. 
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Aruba’s special athletes stop the show at 
the Betico Day Cultural Event 



Dancers with minister and PM 



Special Olympics volunteers 


Thousands of islanders and va¬ 
cationers flocked to the Plaza 
Betico Croes in Oranjestad on 
Tuesday evening to share in the 
celebration of Aruba’s first na¬ 
tional holiday of the year. Ded¬ 
icated to the memory of 
Gilberto Francois Croes, “El 
Liberatador,” the evening event 
is a gala street fair featuring 
festive booths selling local 
food, refreshments, art and 
original handicrafts, while the 
islanders enjoyed a program of 
music and dance from various 
groups and individuals. 

One particular early act was 
an absolute showstopper, 
which had the island digni¬ 
taries in the audience dancing 
along in their seats. A troupe of 
Aruba’s special athletes, who 
are now busy raising funds and 
support to send a delegation to 
the International Special 
Olympics to take place in 


Athens this coming June, 
brought home the point they 
are very capable on the sport 
field and stage. Their enthusi¬ 
astic performance of a classic 
waltz and to typical island 
music earned them a huge hug 
from Prime Minister Mike 
Eman following their perform¬ 
ance, and Minister of Eco¬ 
nomic and Social Affairs and 
Culture, Michelle Hooyboer- 
Winklaar, who has a special re¬ 
lationship with the island’s 
special athletes prior to her po¬ 
litical career. 

The Aruba Special 
Olympics Committee was well 
in evidence and very popular at 
their fundraising booth as well. 
All those with an appetite for 
good and old fashioned Criollo 
dishes lined up to enjoy their 
dinner at the festive cultural 
event, while supporting their 
special athletes in their goal to 



Tuyo Werleman, President of 
the Special Olympics Com¬ 
mittee and Netty Williams 
Vice president 



“Go for the Gold in Greece 
2011 !” 


Three young students from 
Aruba’s EPI School, Daphne 
Peterson, Xandra Croes and 
Starlyne Cores, organized the 
dance troupe as part of their 
training in social services. Fe¬ 
male dancers were Vanessa 
Bernabella, Zavy Maduro, 
Direllis Geerman and Joanne 
Kock paired with Jeffrey 
Croes, Diangelo Baptist, 
Reynold Wernet and Ruben 
Tromp. Their exuberant pleas¬ 
ure at the audiences’ apprecia¬ 
tion was joyously expressed. 

by Rosalie Klein 



Linda’s Pancakes and Pizza 
place, delicious meals for 
breakfast, lunch and dinner 


Olgita, llhan and lyanla enjoying a scrumptious meal 


Linda’s Pancake and Pizza 
place, located at Palm Beach 
6D, Noord (on the right side of 
Valero gas station) offers pa¬ 
trons the most delicious Dutch 
pancakes and pizza’s with a 
Dutch twist. Open from 8 a.m. 
to 10 p.m., and only five min¬ 
utes away from the high-rise 
resorts, Linda’s is the perfect 
eatery for the whole family. 

Seeing the popularity of 
this quaint small eatery,THE 
MORNING NEWS decided it 
was time to find out just how 
good Linda’s really is, by 
sending out a team of taste 
testers. 

Olgita, joined by her two 
kids ordered a little of every¬ 
thing while the kids roamed 
around freely, enjoying the af¬ 
ternoon. 

The meal started out with 
Linda’s original plain - to die 
for - Dutch pancakes, fol¬ 
lowed by pizza, where instead 
of using mozzarella Linda has 
created a unique twist to the 
traditional Italian dish by using 
Dutch Gouda cheese. 

Adding a local favorite 
which could not stay off the 
table they also sampled the de¬ 
licious sate (chicken, pork or 
beef on a wooden skewer) with 
peanut sauce (Indonesian in- 
fluence on local food). For the 


finish the team (adults only) 
had one cup of Linda’s deli¬ 
cious Espresso. 

The team had this to say: 
“Superb! There are no words 
to describe just how delicious 
the pancakes are and the pizza 
is just mmm... good. The 
sate... out of this world!” 

All their pizzas are made 
with Dutch Gouda cheese and 
different toppings making it 
richer in taste. 

When it comes to sate, one 
has to say that the secret is in 
the sauce. If you want a spe¬ 
cially prepared pancake or 
pizza, Linda is right there — 
just for you — in her kitchen. 

“For those who are allergic 
to gluten I have a special pan¬ 
cake mix, gluten free,” Linda 
stated to THE MORNING 
NEWS team. 

Linda’s Pancakes and Pizza 
also offers fried eggs and 
homemade soups. 

“We also serve American 
coffee,” Linda concluded. 

With a complete menu, 
filled with delicious pancakes, 
pizzas and more, Linda’s pan¬ 
cake and Pizza place is the per¬ 
fect casual restaurant for all in 
the family. 

For more information con¬ 
tact Linda’s at 586-3378. 
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RESTAU 


Please pre&efit this ad for a 10% Discount 
Offers are individual and 
uniquely prepared for you 

For Reservation: 586-0786 or 87 
E-mail: faroblanco@setarnet.aw 


Exquisite Italian cuisine. 

Amazing view over Aruba from our Terraces. Garden or Indoor tables. 
Unique for All Celebrations. Open Every day at 8.30 AM. 

Daily 3 course Special for $48 (one drink included). 

Daily Aruba by Night Special alter 8 PM. 




De Palm Tours Champions Environmental Cleaning 


Boca Cura before clean-up 


Cleaning-group in accion 


Alto Vista — De Palm Tours, 
Aruba’s largest tours and 
transportation company per¬ 
formed a much-needed pub¬ 
lic service on December 24th, 
when it asked its members of 
management, employees and 
their family members to vol¬ 
unteer their time for a clean¬ 
up of the island’s charming 
Boca Cura and the North- 
Eastern coast. 

The wind-swept area 
which is toured daily by is¬ 
land visitors serves as the 
ocean’s deposit for floating 
marine debris, plastic, bot¬ 
tles, and driftwood brought in 
by the currents of the 
Caribbean seas, and dumped 
on the shore. 

While driftwood, shells 
and coral washed in by the 
ocean are welcome, plastic 
and glass is not! 

Thus De Palm Tours made 
a decision to stage a seasonal 
cleaning just before the end 
of the year. 

All debris was diligently 
picked up by De Palm’s cadre 
of volunteers who scoured 
the small bays and beach¬ 
fronts just behind the histori¬ 
cal Alto Vista church. 

When the clean-up con¬ 
cluded, a truck-load of trash 
was escorted to the dump. 

Visitors and locals may 
now enjoy an improved vista, 
courtesy of De Palm Tours. 

Pictured here the cleaning 
action in full swing, and the 
before and after images. 


ha Trattoria el Faro Blanco Restaaraat 


Side of Boca Cura after cleaning 


Cleaning-group posing 


Garbage collected of the bocas s 
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CROSSWORD 



ACROSS 

1. Land measure 
5. Spring 

8. Harbor city: abbr. 

11. U.S./Canadian Indian 

12. Long time 

13. Pitch 

14. Constructed 

15. Music, e.g. 

16. Particular time 
periods 

18. Conclude 

19. Exist 

20. Serenity 

21. Slithery ones 

23. Infuriate 

24. Use scissors 

25. Pose 

26. N.Y. hours: abbr. 

27. Bad guy 
30. Be mistaken 

33. Beam 

34. Units of com 
37. Jumped 

39. Advertising light 

40. Watched secretly 

41. Fido, e.g. 

43. Beret’s kin 

45. Orient 

46. Protective covering 

47. Unadorned 

48. Neckline type 


49. Mineral source 
50- Unit 

51. Double curve 

52. Cozy room 

53. Emperor-musician 

DOWN 

1. Highest point 

2. Long-legged birds 

3. Blush 

4. Shoe width 

5. Scorch 

6. Small opening 

7. Picnic spoiler 

8. Horse 

9. Procession 
10. Goes over 
17. Transmitted 

19. Hoped 

20. M.D.’s concern 

22. Caesar’s 54 

23. Actress Farrow 
25. Cunning 

28. Young fellow 

29. Highland refusal 

30. Otherwise 

31. Surface again 

32. Lifts 

35. Turn 

36. Trapper 

38. Rozelle and Rose 
41. Peel 


CROSSWORD 


It’s a DOUBLE!!! 


42. First address 
44. Short note 
46. Seed container 


47. Storage area 



ACROSS 

1._carte: 2 wds. 

4. Seed coat 
8. Dressed 

12. Baking utensil 

13. Commanded 

14. Possess 

15. Placed 

17. First man 

18. Public decree 

19. Grows old 
21. Guided 

23. Special occasions 
27. Delighted 

31. Worship 

32. Take food 

33. Armed conflict 

35. Golf term 

36. Fumes 
39. Amid 

42. British sixpenny 
piece 

44. Female deer 

45. Charles Lamb 
47. Freedom from 

conflict 

51, Highest point 
54. Clutched 

56. Repast 

57. Small mountain 

58. City in 
Oklahoma 

59. Taverns 

60. Story 


61. Punctuation mark: 
abbr. 

DOWN 

1. Church projection 

2. Deposited 

3. Opposed 

4. Decreases 

5. Rodent 

6. Notion 

7. Shelf 

8. Pursued 

9. Youth 

10. Actress Gardner 

11. Political party: abbr. 
16. California school: 

abbr. 

20. Miss Gabor 
22. Early morning 
moisture 

24. Memorandum 

25. Woody plant 

26. Witnessed 

27. Nuisance 

28. Tibetan monk 

29. Short jacket 

30. Small amount 
34. Bright color 

37. Genuflects 

38. Snakelike fish 

40. Collapse 

41. Sob 
43. Correct 

46. Opera melody 


FREE Coverage on our website: 
www.themorningnewsaruba.com 


48. Cry of woe 

49. Yield 

50; Dutch cheese 
51. French friend 


52. 100 yrs. 

53. Male 

55. Everybody 


1 

2 

n 

12 



15 



18 




9 10 11 


27 

26 

29 


32 




36 



37 

42 





45 

51 

52 

53 


5$ 



1 

59 



J 


24 25 26 


3B H39 




DRUG STORES OPEN AFTER HOURS 


January 22 - 29 


Noord: “Botica di Servicio”; S.N.: “Botica Aloe” 


Center for Hemodialysis 

Posada Clinic Aruba 
Tel.580-2840/Pager 127-2446 

INFORMATION 

Telephone 118 

Twelve Step Meetings 

24 hours helpline 583-8989 

Fellowship Clinic S.N. 

Free treatment of 
Alcoholism 
and Drug Addiction 
Anonymity guaranteed 
Tel. 584-5440 

SOS TELEAYUDO SOS 

Telephone Helpline 
583-1190 

Mon.-Thu. 9 p.m.-12 midn. 
Fri.-Sun. 9 p.m.-2 a.m. 

CAS MARIE 

Alzheimer’s Day 
Care Center 
Tel: 5696910 


Important 

Telephone 

Numbers 


HOSPITAL 



Horacio Oduber Hospital 
Tel .587-4300 

EMERGENCY 


Telephone 911 

POLICE HDQS 

Telephone 100 


TAXI 

C.V. TAS 

587-1998, 587-5900 
In Oranjestad: 

Tel. 582-2116, 582-1604 

582-5447 

In San Nicolas 

Tel. 584-5160, 584-6602 

professional taxi services 

Tel. 588-0035 

At Anon Meetings 

Mondays 6-7pm 
Sabana Liber 8 in Noord 
Tel: 5673356/5838989 


Sudokw 
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Complete the grid so that every 
row and every column contains 
the numbers 1 through 9 
A number is Never repeated 
in a row or column. 

In addition every rectangle must 
contain the numbers 1 through 9 
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Google on a hiring high 


WORLD BRIEFS: 

DAVOS: The annual meeting of world elites at the Swiss ski 
resort of Davos opens with executives highlighting a power 
shift from the advanced world to the emerging market 
economies as recovery takes hold. 

LONDON: British Prime Minister David Cameron defends 
his government's plan to aggressively cut state spending to 
reduce a record deficit, despite the economy shrinking at the 
end of last year. 

THE HAGUE: Environmental groups accuse Anglo-Dutch 
oil giant Shell of destroying lives and the environment in the 
Niger Delta, urging Dutch MPs to intervene as the company 
defended its record. 

TOKYO: Toyota Motor says it will recall 1.7 million vehi¬ 
cles worldwide over concerns about possible fuel leakages, 
in the latest setback for the troubled Japanese auto giant. 

SEOUL: South Korea's economy grew at an eight-year high 
of 6.1 percent last year, the central bank says, but slowed in 
the fourth quarter as retail sales, manufacturing and construc¬ 
tion dipped. 

GENEVA: The number of Internet users worldwide has 
mushroomed to reach the two billion mark, the head of the 
UN's telecommunications agency, Hamadoun Toure, says. 

ROME: The UN's food agency publishes a guide for policy¬ 
makers in developing countries to help address negative im¬ 
pacts of high food prices but admits there is no one solution 
for all countries effected. 

BRUSSELS: Europe's competition watchdog uses a rare 
veto to block a merger between Greece's biggest carriers, 
Olympic Air and Aegean Airlines, saying it would create a 
quasi-monopoly. 

MADRID: A dozen investment funds are interested in in¬ 
vesting in Spain's troubled regional savings banks, which 
have until September to raise capital or face state interven¬ 
tion, a newspaper reports. 

AMMAN: The Mediterranean Union's first leader, Jordan's 
Ahmad Masa'deh, has quit the job after one year in office, 
saying conditions for the post had changed. 

ANKARA: A set of central bank measures to reduce Turkey's 
economic vulnerability by curbing "hot money" inflow and 
a lending boom are bearing fruit, Turkey's economy chief 
was quoted as saying. 

ABIDJAN:One of Ivory Coast's two presidents, Laurent 
Gbagbo, ordered the requisition of branches of a regional 
bank holding some of the country's assets, but his rival said 
they were closed. 


FOR SALE 


BMW 520 i 

Year 2000 
Automatic 
For info call 
5643713 or 6607469 


Gougle 

SAN FRANCISCO (AFP) - 
Google said it will hire a 
record number of people this 
year, taking on more than 
6,000 workers "across the 
board and around the globe." 

The Internet giant added 
more than 4,500 "Googlers" to 
its employee ranks in 2010 and 
plans to easily eclipse that fig¬ 
ure this year, Google senior 
vice president of engineering 
and research Alan Eustace said 
in a blog post. 

"It will be our biggest hir¬ 
ing year in company history," 
he said. "We'll hire as many 
smart, creative people as we 
can to tackle some of the 
toughest challenges in com¬ 
puter science." 

Google's top hiring year to 
date was 2007, when the com¬ 
pany added 6,000 employees, 
according to Eustace. 

Information about jobs at 
Google was available online at 
google.com/jobs. 

The list of Google projects 
set to challenge new workers 
included building a Web-based 
computer operating system, in¬ 
stantly searching more than 
100 million gigabytes of data, 
and "even developing cars that 


drive themselves." 

"Google is still the same en¬ 
trepreneurial company it was 
when I started, encouraging 
Googlers to take on big ideas," 
Eustace said, noting that he 
was hired eight years ago 
when the firm had barely 500 
employees. 

Word of the Google hiring 
blitz and talk of maintaining a 
startup spark came as co¬ 
founder Larry Page prepared 
to return to the company's 
helm in April. 

While more profitable than 
ever — with nearly $30 billion 
in revenue last year — Google 
is under pressure from new ri¬ 
vals such as Facebook and 
Twitter for the attention of 
Web surfers, advertising dol¬ 
lars and engineering talent. 

In naming Page, 37, to be 
chief executive, analysts said 
Google is seeking to return to 
its startup roots and ensure its 
place amid a constantly evolv¬ 
ing Internet landscape. 

Outgoing CEO Eric 
Schmidt, 55, was brought in to 
run Google in 2001, when it 
was battling other, now de¬ 
funct search engines, while 
Page and fellow co-founder 
Sergey Brin were just a few 
years removed from Stanford 
University. 

Schmidt is widely credited 


with helping build the com¬ 
pany into the technology titan 
it is today alongside the likes 
of Apple and Microsoft. 

While Schmidt is expected 
to remain an influential voice 
at Google as executive chair¬ 
man, the Mountain View, Cal¬ 
ifornia-based company is 
turning to Page to stay ahead 
of its competitors over the next 
decade. 

Danny Sullivan, editor-in- 
chief of technology blog 
SearchEngineLand.com, said 
Google's biggest challenges 
now are to "prove that they've 
got their Mojo back and that 
nobody needs to fear them." 

"You have investors and 
others saying 'Gosh, Facebook 
seems to be doing so well. 
Why aren't you the hot new 
thing?'" Sullivan said. 

In a conference call with fi¬ 
nancial analysts after the an¬ 
nouncement that Page would 
replace Schmidt, co-founder 
Brin indicated the company 
would be putting more effort 
into the social arena. 

"We've touched just one 
percent of the capabilities that 
could be deployed in that 
realm," said Brin, who will be 
in charge of strategic projects 
and new products in the re¬ 
vamped management struc¬ 
ture. 


Obama visits factories, to talk economic recovery 



WASHINGTON (AFP) - Pres¬ 
ident Barack Obama travels to 
middle America a day after his 
State of the Union address, in 
a bid to show how his policies 
are helping revitalize the US 
economy. 

The trip comes a day after 
Obama urged the United States 
to reinvent itself and unite to 
survive in a fast-changing 
global economy powered by 
rising giants like India and 
China. 

Obama was set to arrive at 
mid-morning in the northern 


state of Wisconsin, where he 
will tour three factories that the 
White House says are growing 
thanks to tax incentives that 
encourage companies to invest 
in "green" energy. 

In Manitowoc, some 300 
kilometers (185 miles) north of 
Chicago, Obama was sched¬ 
uled to visit Orion Energy Sys¬ 
tems, a power technology 
company that according to the 
White House "designs, manu¬ 
factures and deploys energy ef¬ 
ficiency and renewable energy 
technology for commercial 
and industrial business." 

Obama planned to tour the 
site and talk to employees 
about the economy, then visit a 
wind turbine factory and an 
aluminum plant where man¬ 
agers expect to increase their 
work force this year by 30 per¬ 
cent. 

Separately, Vice President 
Joe Biden is to visit a factory 
that builds high-end electric 
batteries mainly for "green" 


vehicles in the state of Indiana. 

The visit comes after 
Obama said in his speech that 
Americans "need to out-inno- 
vate, out-educate and out-build 
the rest of the world." 

During his speech before 
Congress, Obama said the 
world economic order has 
changed in a generation and 
called his country to invest and 
innovate to be the challenge 
posed by globalization and the 
rise industrial countries like 
China and India. 


YESTERDAY’S 

Crossword Answer 
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Bon Dia and Welcome to Aruba! 



Whether you’re a first time visitor to the island, 
or you vacation with us every year we invite you 
to enjoy one of the most memorable vacation 
destinations of your life. We know, we’re Divi 
Resorts and Aruba has been our home for over 
40 years. 

Divi Resorts has 5 resorts in Aruba, in addi¬ 
tion to The Links at Divi Aruba golf course, and 
the Alhambra Casino. For years we’ve offered 
high quality all inclusive and timeshare vaca¬ 
tions; and over 40,000 members actively partic¬ 
ipate in the Divi Vacation Ownership Program. 

Many of our guests have found that one va¬ 
cation to Aruba per year is simply not enough! 
Our solution: The Residences at Divi Village 
Golf & Beach Resort. 

The Residences are luxury full ownership 
condominiums nestled within the lush greens of 
The Links at Divi Aruba golf course. 





Make Aruba your second home! Condo¬ 
miniums from the $300s. 

You can now purchase your own condo¬ 
minium and still enjoy the resort amenities of 
the Divi collection. 

For more information about The Residences, 
visit our sales office located in the golf club¬ 
house at the Divi Village Golf & Beach Resort. 

For questions or to schedule your appoint¬ 
ment to view a condominium, contact sales di¬ 
rector John Kelly at (297) 583-9971 or 
email:sales@diviarubaresidences.com 

We hope you will soon call Aruba home! 


AMENITIES: 

• Covered parking space with elec¬ 
trical outlet 

• Radio phone to call for transporta¬ 
tion 

• Complimentary shuttle to beach, 
restaurants, and the Alhambra Casino and 
Mall 

• Membership with RCI vacation exchange 
program 

• Complimentary use of fitness center 

• Complimentary use of beach chairs 

• Beach towels service 


FREE CAR 
Limited time: 

Eco-friendly electric car 
for every residences owner 


• 24/7 Security 

• Garbage collection 

• Green keeping 

• Condo Liaison on duty 

• Discounted green fees 

• Complimentary use of 
driving range 

• Preferred tee times 

• Divi managed rental pro¬ 
gram 

• 24/7 availability of front 
desk, maintenance and house¬ 
keeping services 

• Complimentary use of all 
amenities at Divi Village 

• Reduced pricing on all in¬ 
clusive option at Divi and 
Tamarijn Aruba All Inclusives. 




EVERY THURSDAY 

STARTING AT 530 ™ 


3 COURSE DINNER MENU 
FOR ALL THE FABULOUS LADIES 

*35 

FABULOUS MARTINI MENU 

$ K PER MARTINI 

+ TO MAKE IT EVEN MOR E FABUL OUS 

BETWEEN 

2 fori MARTINI ^2'^ 



Located at South Beach Center, Palm Beach 55 
Fa Reservations cal: 586 7070 



Italian wants divorce after honey¬ 
moon with mother-in-law 


ROME, Italy (AFP) - A furi¬ 
ous 36-year-old Italian woman 
has filed for divorce just a 
month after her wedding be¬ 
cause her husband brought his 
mother on their honeymoon. 

As the couple set off for 
their honeymoon to France in 
December, the newly-wed was 
shocked to find her new 
mother-in-law at Rome’s Fiu- 
micino airport, all set to come 


on the trip. 

When she protested, her 
husband of two days said he 
couldn't leave his mother alone 
for health reasons. 

The three spent the honey¬ 
moon together, but as soon as 
they returned from France the 
woman filed for divorce, citing 
an "excessive emotional at¬ 
tachment" between her future 
ex-husband and his mother 
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Penelope Cruz and J avier Bardem 
have baby boy 


MADRID, Spain (AFP) - 
Oscar-winning Spanish film 
stars Penelope Cruz and Javier 
Bardem have become the par¬ 
ents of a baby boy, their first 
child, in Los Angeles, Spanish 
media have reported. 

Cruz gave birth at the 
Cedars Sinai medical centre in 
Beverly Hills in the week-end, 
the Spanish celebrity magazine 
Hola! said on its website. 

It gave no details on the 
name of the boy or his birth 
weight. 

The birth came just three 
days before Bardem received 
his third Academy Award nom¬ 
ination, for his performance in 
the film "Biutiful” by Mexican 
director Alejandro Gonzalez 
Inarritu. 

Cruz, 36, and Bardem, 41, 
met when they starred opposite 
each other as lusty teens in the 
Spanish film "Jamon, Jamon,” 
back in 1992. 

In 2008 they were back to¬ 
gether on the silver screen in 
Woody Allen’s ’’Vicky Cristina 
Barcelona”, for which Cruz 
won an Academy Award as 
best supporting actress. 

The couple married in July 
last year at a ceremony in the 
Bahamas. 

Bardem, also nominated for 
an Oscar in ’’Before Night 
Falls” (2000), won an Acad¬ 
emy Award in 2007 for his role 
in ”No Country for Old Men.” 

Spain’s leading daily, El 


Pais, also reported the couple 
had become parents but did not 
provide details as to when the 
baby was born or whether it 
was a boy or a girl. 

It said ’’friends of Bardem 
began to suspect (the baby was 
born) when the actor did not 
respond to any calls to congrat¬ 
ulate him on his (Oscar) nom¬ 
ination”. 

’’The couple want to have as 
much privacy as possible,” the 
paper said on its website, quot¬ 
ing family sources. 

The agency representing 
the couple in Spain declined to 
comment on the reports. 

The actors had kept their 
romance quiet for years, but 
Bardem got personal when he 
won a best actor award at 


Cannes film festival in May for 
his role in ’’Biutiful”. 

”1 share the joy of this prize 
with my friend, my compan¬ 
ion, my love, Penelope Cruz,” 
Bardem said at the time. 

”1 owe you so much, and I 
love you very much,” Bardem 
said, drawing tears from Cruz, 
a longtime muse of Spanish di¬ 
rector Pedro Almodovar. 

Hola! said Cruz's mother, 
Encama, sister Monica, also an 
actress, and her brother Ed¬ 
uardo were in Los Angeles for 
the birth at Cedars Sinai, the 
hospital of choice for Holly¬ 
wood stars. 

It said Bardem's mother, the 
well-known Spanish actress 
Pilar Bardem, traveled from 
Madrid to meet her grandson. 


Zsa Zsa Gabor sells house 'because we're not rich' 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) - Ail¬ 
ing actress Zsa Zsa Gabor and 
her husband have put their Bel 
Air mansion up for sale be¬ 
cause they can no longer afford 
the mortgage and her medical 
bills, he said. 

The house is on offer for 28 
million dollars, Prinz Frederic 
von Anhalt said, showing re¬ 
porters around the 28-room, 
12,000-square-foot mansion in 
a plush area surrounded by 
homes to the rich and famous. 

”1 am sick and tired of hid¬ 
ing behind those three words, 
'rich and famous,' he said. 
"Maybe we are famous, but we 
are not rich.” 

Gabor's medical care costs 
about $21,000 a month, and 
the mortgage and upkeep on 
the house take another 
$35,000. "We are talking about 
$56,000 I have to raise every 
month,” he said. 

"This is why I have to sell 
the house. It is a must.” 

The one condition for the 
buyer was that the ageing pair 
be allowed to remain in the 
house. "The new owner has to 
pay for everything,” he said, 
voicing confidence that some- 



Zsa Zsa Gabor and Prince 
Frederic von Anhalt after 
their August 1986 wedding 

one would offer to buy. 

"Everybody is filthy rich 
around us, and so somebody is 
going to (want) the house,” he 
said. 

The couple decided to sell 
after the 93-year-old actress 
had most of her right leg am¬ 
putated earlier this month, due 
to an infection that doctors de¬ 
termined would have killed her 
had it not been treated. 

The flamboyant star — who 
was read the last rites during a 
health scare last year — has 
been in hospital since just after 
the New Year due to the infec¬ 
tion. 

The health of the Hungar- 


ian-bom actress has been dete¬ 
riorating for a number of years. 
She was partly paralyzed in a 
car crash in 2002, and suffered 
a stroke in 2005. 

Last July she was hospital¬ 
ized after she fell and broke 
her hip. She underwent hip re¬ 
placement surgery but suffered 
more complications, including 
a blood clot for which she had 
more surgery. 

During another hospital 
stay in August, she called in a 
priest to administer last rites, 
then left the hospital a day later 
insisting that she wanted to be 
back in her Bel Air home. 

Gabor's long career in¬ 
cludes spots in a dozen films 
and TV series, including John 
Huston's 1952 "Moulin 
Rouge” and the 1958 film noir 
"Touch of Evil” by Orson 
Welles. She also lent her voice 
to several animated films and 
TV series. 

But the platinum blonde is 
especially known for her flam¬ 
boyant lifestyle, legal troubles, 
nine marriages and a propen¬ 
sity to call just about everyone 
"darling” with her distinctive 
accent. 



Open Monday - Friday 9 a.m. -12.30 p.m. 

& Saturday - Sunday 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
Information: 593-2933 - 584-1063 - 569-8232 
www.arubandonkev.org 

British MP urges wine sell-off to 
cut the deficit 



LONDON (AFP) - A British 
lawmaker called on the gov¬ 
ernment to sell off its wine col¬ 
lection to help reduce the 
budget deficit, as he revealed it 
contains bottles worth tens of 
thousands of pounds. 

Tom Watson, a member of 
the opposition Labour party, 
revealed that the wine cellar 
contains a bottle of Chateau 
Petrus 1978 worth more than 
£2,500 ($3,900 dollars, 2,900 
euros), among other top vin¬ 
tages. 

Watson said Prime Minister 
David Cameron's Conserva¬ 
tive-Liberal Democrat coali¬ 
tion government should sell off 
the best wines as part of its 
cost-cutting drive to pay off a 
record budget deficit. 


"They should sell the good 
stuff to make ends meet. As 
the economy heads back into 
recession nobody will serious 
believe that we are all in this 
together when ministers are 
quaffing wines at £200 a bot¬ 
tle,” he said. 

Next to a bottle of Chateau 
Latour 1955, worth about 
£1,000, is a note reading: 
"Drink on v. special occa¬ 
sions. Spectacular: no need 
now to hasten rundown of tiny 
stock. 'The essence of wonder¬ 
ful claret'. Fresh and lovely.” 

Meanwhile a bottle of 
Chateau Palmer 1975, which 
costs upwards of 120 pounds, 
is described as a "really old- 
fashioned style claret, rich and 
excellent with some austerity”. 

One unnamed prime minis¬ 
ter writes that a Chateau Mar- 
gaux 1961 is "silky”. 

There are also a number of 
bottles of champagne on the 
list, which Watson obtained 
after a year-long battle with 
government officials, includ¬ 
ing magnums of Krug 1982, 
and Louis Roederer Brut from 
1990. 


Advertise in 



Your Source for Local News in English 

Caya G. F. Set/co Croes 111 
Tel: 588-9517 ■ Fax: 588-9518 

FREE Coverage on our website: 
www.themorningnewsaruba.com 
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PGA hopes for Tiger boost even if 
Europe's best absent 


LA JOLLA, California (AFP) 
- A return to form by Tiger 
Woods should give the US 
PGA Tour a boost as televi¬ 
sion negotiations loom and 
top Europeans drop US 
events, US PGA Tour com¬ 
missioner Tim Finchem said 
Tuesday. 

Woods makes his 2011 
debut at the 5.8 million-dollar 
Farmers Insurance Open, 
played on a Torrey Pines 
course where he has won 
seven times before, and 
comes off a winless 2010 
campaign that saw US golf 
TV ratings dip. 

Northern Ireland's Rory 
Mcllroy, a rising young star, 
did not help matters by post¬ 


ing a Twitter message on 
Tuesday saying he will not 
play in the Players Champi¬ 
onship in May, an event 
world number one Lee West- 
wood of England has also 
said he will skip in 2011. 

Woods helped bring golf 
record prize money by send¬ 
ing ratings skyrocketing 
when on form, winning 14 
majors to put himself only 
four off the all-time major 
win record owned by Jack 
Nicklaus. 

A Woods run at the Nick¬ 
laus record could produce 
dramatic television and bring 
back some fans who fled last 
season when a sex scandal 
rocked Woods' good-guy 


image and contributed to the 
first winless year of his 15- 
year career. 

"Tiger out for a big chunk 
for the first part of the year 
and then not playing at his 
normal level had an affect on 
our ratings," Finchem said, 
adding that strong Winter 
Olympic and American foot¬ 
ball TV ratings created a 
"perfect storm" to trim view- 
ership numbers. 

If Woods does not have a 
strong 2011 season amid TV 
contract talks, it could hurt 
the PGA's bottom line, but 
Finchem said he could not es¬ 
timate how vital it would be 
for Woods to have a stellar 
season. 



T*j MaJiaI 

T^stc of InfciA 

Authentic Indian Restaurant 
on the Island 


Open Mon - Sat 
Lunch : 12:00 - 3:00pm 
Dinner: 6:00 - 10:00 pm 


Havenstraat 36, 
Behind Royal Plaza Mall, 
Oranjestad, Tel : 5884494 


Brazilian woman football star 
Marta joins Flash 


Contador informed of punishment: federation 



MADRID (AFP) - Tour de 
France champion Alberto 
Contador has been told of his 
punishment for his positive 
drugs test from the 2010 race, 
the Spanish cycling federa¬ 
tion announced on Wednes¬ 
day. 

The federation did not an¬ 
nounce what the punishment 
was, a spokesman having 
said earlier that they would 
leave it up to the cyclist to do 
so. 

Spain's sports media had 
reported that the rider may be 
suspended for one year over 
his positive doping test at last 
year's event. 

"All indications are that 


the sanction proposed by the 
committee will be one year, 
so he will be stripped of his 
last win" at the Tour de 
France in July, sports daily 
Marca wrote. 

The only previous Tour 
winner to be stripped of their 
title was Floyd Landis in 
2006. 

The International Cycling 
Union (UCI) provisionally 
suspended Contador in Au¬ 
gust in advance of a decision 
on his immediate future by 


the REFC after trace amounts 
of clenbuterol, a banned 
weight loss/muscle-building 
drug also used to fatten cattle, 
were found in a urine sample 
taken during the Tour de 
France. 

Contador denies any 
wrongdoing and says he un¬ 
knowingly ingested the clen¬ 
buterol from beef brought 
from Spain to France during 
the second rest day of the 
Tour, just four days before he 
won his third title on July 25. 



BUFFALO, New York (AFP) 
- Brazilian forward Marta, 
five-time FIFA Women's 
World Player of the Year, has 
been acquired by women's 
football team Western New 
York Flash. 


Former ace Clemens faces hearing next week 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - Re¬ 
tired baseball star Roger 
Clemens has been ordered to 
attend a hearing next Tuesday 
regarding the defense of 
charges he lied to US lawmak¬ 
ers when he denied having 
used performance-enhancing 
drugs. 

US District Judge Reggie 
Walton will conduct the hear¬ 
ing regarding whether or not 
Clemens attorney Rusty 
Hardin should be allowed to 
cross-examine Andy Pettitte, 


a former Major League Base¬ 
ball teammate of Clemens. 

Prosecutors say Hardin 
should not be allowed to 
cross-examine Pettitte be¬ 
cause he briefly represented 
both pitchers in late 2007 be¬ 
fore the release of the 
Mitchell Report, an examina¬ 
tion into doping by major 
league players. 


The report linked them to 
using human growth hor¬ 
mone. 

Clemens has denied taking 
performance-enhancing 
drugs while Pettitte admitted 
doing so and claims Clemens 
did so to him as well. 
Clemens says Pettitte "misre- 
membered” their conversa¬ 
tion. 


The South American play- 
maker, who turns 25 in Feb¬ 
ruary, led the US elite league, 
Women's Professional Soccer 
(WPS), in scoring for the sec¬ 
ond season in a row last year 
in helping FC Gold Pride win 
the WPS crown, but the team 
folded in November. 

The flash have taken over 
Marta's contract and the two- 
time WPS Most Valuable 
Player will debut with the 
Buffalo-based club at Boston 
on April 17. 

WPS will have teams in 
Atlanta, Boston, Philadel¬ 
phia, Washington and subur¬ 
ban New York as well as the 
Flash. 

Marta helped Brazil to sil¬ 
ver medals at the 2004 and 
2008 Olympics and was the 
top scorer in the 2007 
Women's World Cup. 

"We're thrilled," Flash 
coach Aaran Lines said. 
"She's an extremely exciting 
player to watch and is impor¬ 
tant to the women? s game 
and we are excited for her ar¬ 
rival." 


Henin retires with elbow problem 



BRUSSELS (AFP) - Former 
women's world number one 
Justine Henin of Belgium re¬ 
tired for the second time on 
Wednesday, citing an elbow 
injury that had dogged her 
since last summer. 

"Today, the (medical) ex¬ 
aminations are clear and the 


doctors are agreed that my 
elbow is too damaged for me 
to be able continuing with my 
passion and my job at a high 
level," Henin said on her in¬ 
ternet site. 

Henin, 28, first laid down 
her racket in May 2008 hav¬ 
ing won seven Grand Slam 
singles titles, including four 
French Open titles, one Aus¬ 
tralian Open title, and two US 
Open titles. 

On that occasion she said 
she simply wanted to step 
back from the professional 
game having spent 100 
weeks as world number one, 
which was her ranking at the 
time she first hung up her 
racket. 


gtfPUNDAQON PA M05 • ■ ■ 
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info@fpncaruba.COnt - www.fpncaruba.com 


SATURDAY 
FEBRUARY 5TH 
MEGA FUNDRAISING 
WAREHOUSE SALE 

(clothes, furniture, kitchen stuff, toys and a lot more) 

9am - 4pm 
& 

ALVIANAARENDS 

(Reina TOB Kids/Mundo Infantil 2011) 
invites all parents & kids to 
come too and sign up for a 
standing order to help the 
less fortunate kids on Aruba. 
“Ban duna man na nos ruman”. 

A day full ofsuprises, a dino jump, 
dancing shows, face painting, 
and lot’s of pleasure. 
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24 HP Plasma TV's 


tables of touta 


All NFt £ College 
Football games shown 


Open Monday • Friday 3:00 p.m./Saturday® 12 - Sunday 10:30 a.m. 


NFL tail-gate WQ, every Sunday Starting @ 1 0:50 am. 


Eagle's pitchman Vick in 
new deal despite Jail 
time 



Bosh ankle absence stretching 
past two weeks 


PHILADELPHIA, Pennsyl¬ 
vania (AFP) - Philadelphia 
Eagles star Michael Vick, 
who lost NFL riches and 
went to prison after becom¬ 
ing reviled for killing dogs in 
gruesome fashion, is once 
again endorsing corporate 
products. 

Vick on Tuesday signed 
his first pitchman deal since 
serving 18 months in federal 
prison for his financing role in 
a dogfight gambling conspir¬ 
acy, a two-year contract with 
gridiron padding producer 
Unequal Technologies (UT). 

”We’re real excited about 
it," UT chief executive officer 
Rob Vito said. 

’’Michael is good people. 
He paid his dues. President 
(Barack) Obama reached out 
to him. He deserves an op¬ 
portunity. This is what makes 
America so great.” 


Vick wore a vest from Un¬ 
equal after missing three 
games with a rib injury this 
season and later wore the 
firm's shoulder and thigh 
pads. 

When playing for the At¬ 
lanta Falcons, Vick was the 
NFL’s top-paid player and a 
star for six seasons, but his 
2007 arrest and the spiral that 
followed left him despised by 
many, particularly by dog 
lovers, after court documents 
revealed how he brutally 
killed losing dogs. 

Vick returned to the NFL 
in 2009 when the Eagles 
signed him and he worked his 
way into a starting role last 
season, leading Philadelphia 
into the playoffs. 

Vick appeared in a car 
commercial last month but 
only in exchange for the use 
of a vehicle. 


League boss 
will cut salary 
to a dollar in 
shutdown 

NEW YORK (AFP) - Na¬ 
tional Football League com¬ 
missioner Roger Goodell 
will slash his salary, 10 mil¬ 
lion dollars a year with 
bonuses, to one dollar if 
there is a work shutdown 
after a union contract with 
players expires. 

Goodell, who made the 
vow in a memo Wednesday 
to his staff, also wants a 
delay in bonus money paid 
to him until after a new con¬ 
tract is hammered out with 
the NFL Players Associa¬ 
tion to replace one expiring 
on March 4. 

Jeff Pash, chief negotia¬ 
tor for the league in talks 
with the players union, also 
will cut his annual pay to 
one dollar from five million 
dollars a year, Goodell said. 

”We are fully committed 
to doing everything possible 
to reach a new collective 
bargaining agreement with¬ 
out any disruption to our 
business,” Goodell said. 

Union leader DeMaurice 
Smith expects owners to 
lock out players once the 
labor deal expires. The 
deadline was set in place 
after owners opted out of 
the pace in 2008. 

The NFL reportedly has 
clauses in its television con¬ 
tracts that will provide fund¬ 
ing for league teams even if 
no games are being played, 
the income to be taken from 
future payments when 
games do resume. 

Union leaders have ad¬ 
vised players to begin sav¬ 
ing money for a labor 
dispute since owners opted 
out of the contract, expect¬ 
ing a protracted fight over 
how to divide hefty profits 
between millionaire players 
and billionaire owners. 


MIAMI (AFP) - Miami Heat 
forward Chris Bosh will not 
travel to New York for Thurs¬ 
day's NBA against the Knicks 
because of a sprained left 
ankle and it appears his ab¬ 
sence will stretch beyond two 
weeks. 

Bosh, hurt on January 15 
in a loss to the Chicago Bulls, 
has an unclear timetable to 
return to a star-studded Heat 
lineup that also includes Le- 
Bron James and Dwyane 
Wade. 

Bosh, averaging 18.6 
points and 8.2 rebounds, 
joined Miami this season to 


be part of the all-star trio and 
try and secure an NBA 
crown. 

But Bosh also is not ex¬ 
pected to play Friday against 
Detroit. 

His status remains uncer¬ 
tain for the last two games in 
a rough stretch of four games 
in five days that also includes 
games at Oklahoma City on 
Sunday and at home against 
Cleveland on Monday. 

Miami stands atop the 
Southeast division at 31-13 
and ranks second overall to 
the Boston Celtics in the 
Eastern Conference. 



Fully furnished studio apartments, walking distance to Eagle 
Beach, per day, week or month, excellent alternative for your next 
vacation in Aruba. 

Bubali #1 43, Noord, Aruba 


Phones: (297) 587-7482 / 587-6474 Fax: (297) 587-8448 


www.sasaki-apartments.com 
E-mail: sasakiapartments@hotmail.com 


EMCELSlbR 

X X CASINO 

Jp ^ A • k • II • B • A 

LOCATED AT THE HOLIDAY INN 

Black Jack, Craps, 3 Card Poker, Caribbean 
Stud Poker, Slots and daily Bingos!!! 

Only Casino in Aruba 
Where dealers stands on Soft 17 

SPORTS BOOK 

No charge or tax on winnings 

Live simulcast of all major tracks 
Highest limits in Aruba 

POKER ROOM 

TOURNAMENTS 

Mondays & Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m. $10 
Wednesdays & Thursdays at 6:30 p.m. $25 
Fridays at 7:00 p.m. $50 
Saturdays at 7:00 p.m. Freeze out $150 
Sundays at 7:00 p.m. Freeze out $100 
(Tournaments are subject to charge as 
per Management criteria) 

Lady Luck is waiting for you 
at Excelsior Casino!! 
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www.sunspecs.net // info@sunspecs.net 


Obama eats humble 
pie over beloved Bears 



US President Barack Oba-ma 
receives a jersey of Green Bay 
Packers NFL football player 
Charles Woodson. AFP PHOTO 

MANITOWOC, Wisconsin 
(AFP) - President Barack 
Obama took a merciless rib¬ 
bing Wednesday in the 
fevered heartland of the Na¬ 
tional Football League's 
Green Bay Packers days after 
they crushed the Super Bowl 
dreams of his beloved 
Chicago Bears. 

"Let me begin by clearing 
something up. I am not here 
because I lost a bet," Obama 
told a crowd in the football- 
crazed midwestern state fol¬ 
lowing Green Bay's 21-14 
triumph over local rival 
Chicago. 

"Sunday was a tough day 
for Bears fans. But even if it 
didn’t go the way I wanted, 
I’m glad to see one of the 


greatest rivalries in 
sports is still there - 
- and we will get 
you you next year," 
Obama said. 

"Congratulations, 
and in the spirit of 
sportsmanship, let 
me just say this: con¬ 
gratulations, and 
good luck in the 
Super Bowl." 

Obama found he 
would not be able to 
escape Packers 
fever as soon as he 
landed at chilly 
Green Bay airport. 

Obama was 
greeted by Wiscon¬ 
sin Governor Scott 
Walker and the local mayor 
James Schmitt, who each pre¬ 
sented the president with a 
Green Bay jersey. 

One bore the signature, 
and a cheeky prediction from 
from Packers cornerback 
Charles Woodson, that he 
would see the president at the 
annual ceremonial reception 
to toast the Super Bowl 
champions. 

"See you at the White 
House... Go Packers!" Wood- 
son wrote, prompting Obama 
to declare that the Green Bay 
contingent was "rubbing it in!" 

Green Bay advanced to 
the Super Bowl in Texas on 
February 6 with the win over 
the Bears in their NFL semi¬ 
final game on Sunday and 
will face the Pittsburgh Steel- 
ers. 


Nadal's 'Rafa Slam' ends in heartache 


MELBOURNE (AFP) - 
World number one Rafael 
Nadal hobbled to a shock 
straight-sets Australian 
Open defeat to David Ferrer 
Wednesday, ending his bid 
for an historic sweep of the 
Grand Slam titles. 

The grimacing Nadal 
was in trouble right from the 
second game, but despite re¬ 
peated medical attention 
and a strapped left thigh he 
grimly battled to a 6-4, 6-2, 
6-3 quarter-final loss. 

Nadal's defeat comes on 
the exact anniversary of last 
year's injury pull-out in the 
quarter-finals against Andy 
Murray, which also came on 
Australia Day as celebratory 
fireworks lit up the Mel¬ 
bourne night sky. 

"I hate retirements, so this 
wasn't the day to retire," an 
emotional Nadal said after¬ 
wards, explaining his deci¬ 
sion to soldier on. "I did it 
last year. I hate that moment. 
I didn't want to repeat that." 

The demise of Nadal, 24, 
halts his quest for the "Rafa 
Slam", a non-calendar year 
Grand Slam which would 
have united the four major ti¬ 
tles for the first time since 
Rod Laver in 1969. 

Nadal stands at nine 
Grand Slam titles and is the 
youngest man to win all four 
of the big tournaments. He 
said he thought he may have 
a small muscle tear, but 
added that it did not seem to 
be serious. 

"This is one of the bad 
ones, one of the negative mo¬ 
ments," he said. "That's part 
of the sport. I think I am a 



Nadal Rafael Nadal of Spain 
crouches on the court 


very, very lucky sportsman 
with what happened in my 
career." 

"It's not possible be all the 
time at 100 percent," Nadal 
added. "It's not possible all 
the time to have all the posi¬ 
tive factors together to win in 
every tournament." 

Spain's Ferrer will face 
Andy Murray in Friday's 
semi-final after the British 
fifth seed outgunned rising 
star Alexandr Dolgopolov. 
Ferrer has a 3-2 winning 
record against Murray but 
has never beaten him on 
hardcourt. 

Murray, last year's runner- 
up to Roger Federer, dropped 
his first set of the year against 
Ukrainian shot-maker Dolgo¬ 
polov, 22, who dominated a 
third-set tie-break before 
going down 7-5, 6-3, 6-7 
(3/7), 6-3. 

Murray, 23, is now into his 
fifth Grand Slam semi-final 
as he bids to break a British 
men's major drought stretch¬ 


ing back to Fred Perry's 
1936 US Open win. 

Earlier in the women's 
event three-time Grand Slam- 
winner Kim Clijsters beat 
Poland's Agnieszka Radwan- 
ska 6-3, 7-6 (7/4) to set up a 
heavyweight semi-final with 
world number two Vera 
Zvonareva, who downed 
Petra Kvitova 6-2, 6-4. 

Zvonareva wore a black 
ribbon on her cap in mourn¬ 
ing for victims of Monday's 
deadly suicide bombing at 
Domodedovo airport in 
Moscow, her home city, 
which killed 35 and left her 
frantically calling relatives. 

The 26-year-old remains 
on course for her third 
straight Grand Slam final, 
after losing to Serena 
Williams at Wimbledon and 
Clijsters at the US Open in 
September. 

Clijsters overcame a high 
error-rate to see off Radwan- 
ska, who played a limited 
game but stayed in the match 
with some scrambling de¬ 
fence, taking advantage of 
the Belgian's 37 unforced er¬ 
rors. 

"Everything has to be bet¬ 
ter (against Zvonareva)," said 
Clijsters, who beat the Russ¬ 
ian in September's US Open 
final. "I mean, serving, re¬ 
turning, the unforced errors. 
Everything has to be better." 

World number one Caro¬ 
line Wozniacki will face 
China's Li Na in Thursday's 
other semi-final, while de¬ 
fending champion Federer 
plays third seed Novak 
Djokovic in a mouth-water¬ 
ing men's last-four match-up. 
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